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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

G’day all Woodies.

The recent rain was so welcome.  At Balmoral Ridge, we had 150 mm which filled all our tanks, just 
one week after we bought a load of town water, full of chemicals.  Misjudging the weather is one of 
the issues we must deal with living in one of the most perfect places in the world, the Blackall 
Range.  One should never take Mother Nature for granted. Fickle!

Santa Sale: 

A reminder that our next event is the Santa Shop so please have plenty of quality woodcraft for sale.  
Also, if you can help with give-always for the event, please start making and get them to the 
coordinator, Brian Harris. 

New Equipment:

With the  increased popularity of pyrography, one burner is proving not enough so the Guild has 
purchased a new Burnmaster from Carroll’s in Melbourne.  

Unfortunately, the new Hammer Bandsaw proved difficult to get running properly and the supplier 
has offered to replace it with another unit, fully tested and adjusted in their workshop prior to 
delivery.  For those perplexed about the "DO NOT USE" sign on it, that is the reason.  

It is disappointing that such a good quality piece of equipment is delivered this way, however it is 
heartening the distributor is standing by the brand and acting.  I have personally had experience with 
new equipment (not this brand) that had problems in warranty periods and the distributor did not 
want to know about it, most probably because of where it was domiciled (on the Range and too far 
from Brisbane). 

New Shed:

The excitement is building about the green boxes, so much so, that some committee members 
could not wait and took a peek inside some. The hand book recovered from the first box is dated 
19th May 1966 so one could say the shed is 51 years old, yet still brand new. 

We are on the cusp of getting approval as I write this. More on that when it happens and considering 
the long and arduous journey to that point, might I suggest some of us will be getting the 
Champagne out when it happens!

 

Ron and Tom will be calling for volunteers to work to a roster to get the job done.  A board which 
they have detailed on an erection schedule will appear in the Shed shortly calling for members who 
want to be involved in the project to  volunteer. The start date will depend on the concreter's 
schedule to put down the slab. 



Courses:

At the recent demonstration by Robert Otto on mitre lock joints, he suggested that Club members be 
invited to share their methods on Woodcraft.  Some members have developed little tricks and jigs 
they use in their workshops which may be of interest to others and sharing that information is 
fundamental to the objectives of the Guild. 

We encourage members to look around their workshop at the clever (and not so clever) little aids and 
methods they use which might help others, and participate in these events.  There will be more from 
Rob Otto in the future. 

Rob also raised the clever method developed by "someone" to label a cup in the lunch room called
"TEA SPOONS",  filled with water;  a new method to accumulate used tea spoons in a cup of water 
which somehow amazingly will wash and put themselves away automatically. 

Shed Captains have a fair bit to do at the end of each morning and somehow, those tea spoons are 
not washing themselves. The system is not working!  How about a fair go please?

By the way, the demonstration on the mitre lock joints with Rob was fantastic;  it did highlight to me 
that my current mitre joints will do it for me for the immediate future.  If members want to try it out, the 
Club owns the router bits necessary.   Thanks Rob for a very informative demonstration. 

Projects:

Official Club projects underway now are:

Furniture for the Sunshine Coast University Hospital Chapel

Bench seat for the Beerwah CWA

Perpetual Trophy Shield for the Handicapped Golf Championship (held yearly)

Members wanting pieces painted may have noticed the absence of the stalwart master-painter, Dave 
Banister recently.  Dave has been hospitalised and had some serious surgery but is home now and 
on the way to recovery. 

Dave, get well soon as we do assure you, you have been missed.      

To all other Woodies not feeling  the best, get well soon and get back to the Club. 



Safety Notes    by Warne Wilson and Dave Banister

We had one serious incident this month which could have been much worse. It involved the Domino 
jointer; a member had to reset the depth of cut to accommodate a larger domino, he did not realise 
the depth would be greater than the thickness of the wood and unfortunately his hand was holding 
at the spot where the cutter broke through. He suffered serious damage to two fingers but 
fortunately, after medical treatment, the damage is not permanent and he expects his fingers to heal.
Please respect all machines with cutters and think before you pull that trigger!
We still notice members working without ear protection, especially some of the older members who 
have already suffered part hearing loss and are careless of continuing damage being done to their 
valuable remaining hearing. Perhaps some of the lathe buffs could make wooden ear trumpets for 
their comfort in twilight years!

Wood dust can be a killer, many woods are carcinogenic, and microscopic dust lodged in the fine 
capillaries of the lungs can lead to irreversible health problems in later life. Please get your own 
safety gear: respirator, hearing protection, and eye protection, and bring it with you every time you 
come. Think of your mates – take dusty work outside! 

Lastly; we have some wonderful new machines, they have new features and were purchased to 
make our woodcraft easier and more accurate. Please ask for accreditation before using them.

Maintenance Report    by Terry O’Connor

1. Graham Bradford installed a new set of cutters on the small Jointer. Thank you Graham
for your valuable contribution.

2. The sanding belt needed changing on the Drum Sander again.  So members please be
aware that the packing case pine should not be put through the drum sander , it is full of 

tacky resin and almost immediately ruins the sanding belt.

3. The Woodman Docking Saw is out of order at the moment awaiting a new set of v -drive 
belts.

4.  Members may have noticed that the newly delivered Hammer Band Saw has an
 "Out-of order" sign attached at the moment.  See John Mullers column for an update.

Our book detailing the making of the Mary Cairncross  Discovery 
Centre Doors has gone to the printers and is now available to 
purchase. The book is 24 pages in length and contains the story 
and lots of photos of the planning and crafting of the doors.
Add your name to the whiteboard in the lunchroom or email 
max@barrenger.com.au if you would like to purchase a copy.       
Price $30 



Tips and Tricks   by Warne Wilson

This months tips come with the compliments of Woodsmith Magazine…..



Rob Otto gives his time very willingly, and 
goes to a lot of effort when preparing for a 
demonstration or taking a class, as was 
shown with his recent demo on using a mitre 
lock bit in the router table. It is a difficult 
task to master, but when achieved, it is a 
rewarding skill to achieve an attractive and 
strong mitre joint. 

Around the Shed

    WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE .   
    Worn once by mistake.
    Call Stephanie.

Timber Tales by Bruce Chapman

There is some lovely Queensland Maple and Liquid Amber now available in the racks as well as 
some Camphor Laurel. The Camphor is all 50mm thick. 

Some very nice Crows Ash is presently in the kiln as well as more Silky Oak. 

Some Camphor Laurel logs came in and we managed to get them to the front of the line, 
unfortunately these logs only produced a small quantity of milled timber. 

We still have plenty of Quandong in the line up yet to mill.



Lathes for Tender

As reported previously, the Guild is buying four new Vicmarc lathes. The existing Vicmarc (which has 
recently been overhauled) and the Nova are being retained, and all six Jet lathes are now being 
offered for Tender.

Each lathe will have a number affixed to it, and a list of accessories to be sold with each lathe will be 
available. Tenders are to show that number, your name and contact details, and your offer. 
Tenders are to be placed in the safe in the office, by the closing date :
Monday 30 October, 2017
They will be collected by the Treasurer, and the successful Tenderers will be advised after Tenders 
close. At this time, we do not have a precise date as to when the new lathes will be delivered, and 
therefore it will be necessary to keep the Jet lathes in service until the new lathes are received. As 
space will then be critical, the purchasers will be required to take possession as soon as practicable 
after that.

Club Events Calendar 

On Saturday 21 October, 2017,  thats this Saturday!!!!  we are going to try a different Demonstration 
Day format, where members are asked for their tips, tricks and ideas,  demonstrate a technique, or 
tool, etc they use,  or simply speak about a process they follow, which other members may not be 
familiar with.  As it will be a forum style event with several presenters, demonstrations can be quite 
short, and might be something like showing how to use the shiny new Wixey angle gauge you have 
bought to achieve perfect angles on the table saw blade.
So, get your thinking caps on and let Rob Otto know what you would like to present.

                                                
Santa Shop, Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd December, 2017.

Xmas Party date is Friday 15th December 2017 at Flaxton Gardens, 
6 for 6.30pm. Tickets will be on sale at the Shed from November 15th
at $35 per person for the evening which will include wine on the table
and prizes to be won. Parties of 10 per table can be booked.

  
  Tom and Bob are framing a house, when Bob notices 
  Tom throwing away aboout every second nail.

  ” What are you doing?" he asks.

  " The heads are on the wrong end," Tom replies.

  " You idiot, save them for the other side,"  Bob retorts.



Digby Milne shows off his fine skills with the scroll saw, making 
this wonderful chess set. If you look closely, sideways (no, you 
don’t have to lie down), you will see he has scrolled the name on 
each piece. Great work Digby.

Not one of ours, but a rather talented chainsaw 
woodworker from Albany, Western Australia has made 
this grandfather clock from a burnt tree stump. Not bad !

FOR SALE.
Complete set of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 

45 volumes.
Excellent condition, $200 or best offer. No 

longer needed, got married, wife knows 
everything.

Around the Shed



From John Muller -  Keeping table legs straight when gluing :

One of the small tables we are making as part of the Club project for the University Hospital Chapel 
proved to be a problem.  I like tapered square legs for certain table design;  they are simple to make 
with a taper on two faces which are then assembled to the rails with the taper faces inwards.  This 
means the outside dimensions when assembled should be the same at the bottom of the legs as at 
the top. 

To achieve this, in the gluing process, fix the legs with temporary strips of ply nailed into the 
underside of the legs. That way, the whole assembly is dimensionally correct. 

Works a treat!

And the finished product. The first of the 
furniture off the BRWG production line for the 
Sunshine Coast University Hospital Chapel. 



As usual, our members turn out a diverse range of projects, as evidenced below, and this month, we 
have an international twist.

Bill Rangott was visiting Cody, Wyoming, USA, and happened upon these tables, made by Scott 
Armstrong and Hughes Woodworks, from a local artisans co-operative known as ByWesternHands. 
If you have been to Wyoming, you will know it does not get much more western. The second table is 
made from two slabs of cherry.

Peter Morningstar had a busy start to the snake 
season, but not sufficient to keep him away from 
garage sales, where he picked up a 1951 port 
barrel, which had a leaking spigot. So he got to 
work on his lathe, with a piece of Huon Pine, and 
made his own, which works a treat. Thankfully 
Peter took the photo early in the day so the focus 
is quite good.

    TEACHER:  “Clyde , your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly
the same as your brother's.  Did you copy his?”

    CLYDE : “No, sir. It's the same dog.” 



This is the final excerpt from Edsel Ward’s book, “Give It A Go”. I am sure you will want to know 
how it finished, which means you will have to buy the book.

‘Elephants and a tea plantation’
Entering the city, we passed Buddhist monks walking along the streets with their 
saffron robes making a splash of colour against the greenery.
We cruised round the city until we found a parking spot under a shady tree by the 
Temple of the Tooth. We joined a host of pilgrims in a visit to the Temple – but instead 
of paying homage to Buddha, we admired the structure and the ornate woodcarvings. 
Leaving the Temple was the hardest part. We were pestered by beggars and souvenir 
sellers who, unfortunately for them, mistook us for American tourists, who were 
prevalent in the area, and it was not until we were able to ride off on the scooter 
that we escaped them.
As we neared the hostel on the outskirts of the town I had to dodge a long parade of 
elephants heading for the river. They had been working on the timber nearby and now 
it was time for their daily bath. We stood on the riverbank and watched as they 
entered the water with great gusto, splashing, trumpeting, blowing bubbles, and in 
general causing a tidal wave. The elephants were joined by working buffaloes, which 
preferred to walk quietly into the water and stand with their heads exposed, in a 
“could-not-care-less” attitude.
When the elephants had worn cuff their excess energy they lay down in the shallow 
water and waited for their mahouts to scrub them down. The wiry mahouts got busy on 
their own animals with large scrubbing brushes and scrapers, giving the animals a 
thorough clean-up, and making sure that all the vermin were off after the day's work 
in the jungle. The mahouts amused us as they examined the huge ears, eyes and almost 
crawled into the elephants’ mouths to make sure the beasts were clean. The elephants 
seemed to enjoy their bath and when they were finally taken out the water their 
mahouts tried to earn themselves a quick rupee from the audience by selling rides on 
their animals.
We spent the evening studying a map, working out a round trip in the tea country for 
the following day.
It was just after dawn and the air was cool and crisp as we drove through a stirring 
Kandy and took the ox-cart cluttered road to Gampola. Buffaloes plopped their way 
through the muddy paddy fields while elephants worked on timber in the lush jungle, 
disturbing colonies of monkeys. Thousands of colourful  birds rose screaming from 
the treetops, almost out-doing the din of the monkeys.
By the time we had reached the five thousand feet mark, tea plantations had become a 
familiar sight and we were contouring across carpeted slopes only broken now and 
then by stands of cinchona trees towering about the tea plants.
For a backdrop there were the rugged, jungle-clad eight thousand feet peaks 
dominating the skyline and deep gorges with spectacular waterfalls thundering into 
the depths. On the higher slopes tea pickers were busy filling their baskets for the 
great white tea factories perched on the crest of the hills above the plantation.
At Nuware-Eliya we asked if it was possible to visit a tea factory. It was suggested we 
try a factory outside the town.



“Give It A Go”  continues…..

The factory turned out to be the usual four story, corrugated iron building with 
“Edinburgh Tea Factory 1934” inscribed over the entrance. We passed through big 
double doors and into the modern office where we were met by the foreman who 
regretted that the factory was not working as the pickers had finished on this 
particular plantation. But in their absence, he added, we would be able to have an 
uninterrupted tour.
We were led up a long flight of wooden stairs to the top floor where the 
manufacture of the tea starts. Here was a huge drying room, where the leaves were 
brought up on a conveyor belt after grading and then put onto big trays in racks 
where air at 190°F flowed over them. We worked our way downwards past drying 
rooms, chopping machines and blowers and on to the ground floor again where we 
were shown the machinery that makes the place tick. If nothing else, I learnt that it 
takes 2300 shoots to make one pound of tea.
We thanked the guide for our tour and asked him for some samples but he politely 
refused and instead asked us to sign the Visitor's Book.
Next morning we set our course northward for Sigiriya or the fortress in the Sky. 
After travelling across the flat, dry, scrubby country, we were glad to pull into the 
Rest House about three quarters of a mile from Sigiriya. There we took a long drink, 
swapped our crash helmets for slouch hats, parked the scooter under a shady tree 
and then set off to explore “The Fortress in the Sky”.
Sigiriya means Lion Rock and it was not until we had found our way to the entrance to 
the four hundred feet high rock that we realised the significance of the term. The 
approach was guarded by two huge stone-carved lion’s paws, all that is left of an 
enormous brick and plaster lion which towered above the ground and guarded the 
entrance to the fortress.
The Fortress, together with its palace, was built by King Kasyapa I after he killed his 
father, King Dhatur Sena, in 477 A.D. Kasyapa ruled for eighteen years before his 
brother, who had been driven into exile and had raised an army in India, returned to 
challenge him to a battle on the open plains in which Kasyapa was defeated. The 
brother then returned to the old capital, Anuradhapura, leaving the Fortress to 
decay over the centuries.

Fund Raising

As you know, the Guild is registered with the Maleny Supa IGA Community Benefit Club scheme, 
where IGA donates a percentage of sales to Clubs etc. The Scheme has been operating for 9 years, 
and in that time has donated over $1,000,000.00 to community groups, which is an incredible 
outcome for a community of some 10,000 people.
If you shop with Maleny Supa IGA, and have a CBC number, please seriously consider nominating 
the Guild for your rewards. If you do not have a CBC number, then you may wish to consider getting 
one, and nominating the Guild.

Maleny Credit Union has started a similar scheme, where MCU will pay from
$50 to $250 to not-for-profit organisations for every drawn loan. If you know 
of anyone seeking a loan from MCU, they will be asked which organisation 
they want the benefit paid to, and of course they should say BRWG.

How much easier can fund raising get ! No sitting on the boardwalk
hawking raffle tickets, or selling sausages in a piece of bread, 
as other Clubs do. All you have to do is support these local businesses.




