
  

New members for this month 

No.            Name 

478   Sarah Hogan             Palmwoods 

479   Peter Morningstar      North Maleny 

480 Matthew Baxter        Kenilworth 

481 Val Ross                   Mapleton 
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Hello Fellow Woodies, 

This weekend we stage our annual Open Day at the 
Shed.  Most of us were probably not aware that the 
10th March this year is the tenth anniversary of the 
opening of the Shed by our Patron Peter Wellington!  
So it is a memorable day. 

The tool sale and auction promises to be one of the 

tools being offered (lathes, jointers, workbenches, slid-
ing mitre saws etc).  If you plan to offer any items for 
sale, remember that you must bring them to the shed 
between 7.30 and 8 AM on Saturday, and fill in an 
itemised list that includes sale prices and auction re-
serves.  Just ask Warne, Jacqui or myself for a form 
and we will issue you with a number.  Return the com-
pleted form to us and we will ensure your reserve re-
mains confidential.   

The tool sale commences at 9AM;  no tools can be 
bought before that time. Any item not sold by 11AM  
on the day will be auctioned. 

This week House Officer Hamish Borthwick will be co-
ordinating a Shed cleanup, with reserved timber and 
works in progress being removed from the inside of 
the shed.  So if Hamish asks for assistance, please 
lend him a hand.                

Our plans to secure a grant for a solar electricity gen-
erating system to eliminate power bills is progressing 
steadily, with a decision date of 31 May. 

Our bandsaw mill is fast approaching completion, with 
the last few components due to arrive shortly.  These 

well into the future and it is good to see them going 
forward so well. 

Happy woodworking, 

Peter Simpson 
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Feb 2012 

Presidents Column  

Our thoughts are with our absent Woodies  

may you soon be back with us creating sawdust. 

Reminders from Rick Vickers...... 

A reminder to all Woodies that one of our big-
gest days, the Open Day, is coming this Satur-
day. Jobs to do are filling fast but we still need 
volunteers so place your name on the notice 
board roster sheet. 

On Friday we are doing the final clean up of the 
Shed, blowing out the dust, setting up display 
tables and demonstration areas, setting out the 
parking area on the oval etc. So there will be no 
woodworking on Friday  but please, plenty of 
volunteers will make the job easier. 

On Saturday please drop off items for donation, 
sale or auction between 7.30 and 8.00, then 
park your car in the area on the oval farthest 
away from the shed. 

I need someone to lead in running the coffee 
shop. We also need donations of cakes and 
cookies etc. for the Coffee Shop. 

pray for fine weather. See you during the week 
and or on Saturday. 

Rick Vickers -Event Coordinator 
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 Graham Bradford supplied a couple of photos illus-
trating the size of some of the Eucalyptus Regnans 
(Tasmanian Oak) that grow in the Arve Valley south 
of Hobart in Tasmania. 

This particular tree is known as Centurion, reputed 
to be the tallest known tree in Tasmania at 101m. 
and 4.1 m diameter. Its mass is 268 tonnes. 

Thats a lot of tooth picks eh? 

YOU KNOW YOU ARE LIVING IN 2012 when...  

1. You accidentally enter your PIN on the microwave.  

2. You haven't played solitaire with real cards in years.  

3. You have a list of 15 phone numbers to reach your           
family of  three.  

4.You pull up in your own driveway and use your mobile 
phone to see if anyone is home to help you carry in the 
groceries...  

5.You get up in the morning and go on line before get-
ting your coffee . 
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A Member Profile  

Brian McTaggart 
    By John Muller 

unfortunate accident in 2000 which cut short his 
working life.  Being trapped in a trench cave-in, 
the injuries he sustained changed his life forever 
and being an active person all his life, he sought 
an activity that he could handle in his new-found circumstances. Having played with a few wood projects in the 
past, he gained an interest in Intarsia as a woodcraft which could be tackled sitting down.  

Like all things in his life, Brian attacked this with so much gusto and enthusiasm that he succeeded in two 
things;  he covered most available space on the walls of his house with Intarsia projects, and wore out a scroll 
saw.  Admittedly it was a cheap version, but such was the volume of work he produced that it spurred on Linda, 
his wife to look for a means of capturing that enthusiasm and selling his work. Now any Woodies who have had 
a go at Intarsia will tell you,  it is hard to get a good dollar for your work considering the time spent on it, so 
other products had to be made to occupy his time.  

This dilemma was helped by the introduction by a friend to a waste wood species called Budgaroo or Tom Rus-
sell Mahogany. This is a western species which is full of defects (oh, sorry, features) and most trees were poi-
soned by the Forestry Department some 50 years ago to allow the Cypress Pine to grow in State Forests.  By 
salvaging old wood on the sides of the roads, there is an ongoing source of a rare wood which lends itself to 
making a wide variety of wooden articles for sale and thats what Brian specializes in.  

The next step was to find a good outlet and that turned out to be the Petrie Markets on a Sunday.  This has 

Linda is the entrepreneur with the marketing skills and Brian is the craftsman.....in other words, she tells him 
what to do and he does it!  A winning combination. 

Over the years since the accident, he has built another shed and increased 
his equipment to be a well equipped timber workshop with panel saw, big-

Scrollsaw (replacement for the worn-out Carbatec saw) and a large range 
of hand tools. A side line as a result of their presence at the market is ex-
posure to a public which is sometimes looking for a piece of furniture that 
is not mass produced. Over the years, some interesting projects have 
been tackled by Brian; one example was a display cabinet for a Samurai 
suit of armour which had a secret door (to keep the kids out!)  Now you 
cannot buy one of those from Harvey Norman or Super A-Mart! 
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Maintenance Report from 

Brian Harris 

Jan 2012 

 

4/2 20" Thicknesser - All 4 blades have been re
 placed with new ones.            

8/2  Band Saw #3 - Both tires were riding off the 
 wheels due to over tightening of the saw blade. 
 Tires are damaged but have now been glued 
 onto the wheels. 

15/2  Band Saw #1 - The top guide bearing lost one 
 side of the guide. A replacement was  pressed 
 on. 

18/2  15" Thicknesser - Replaced one broken cutter. 

18/2    12" Disc Sander - Velcro backing pad attached 
 for easier sanding disc changes. 

22/2   Hammer Saw - Resharpened blade fitted. 

22/2    Old Belt Sander - New sanding belt fitted. 

3/3     Bobbin Sander  Please note that the bobbins  
 are secured with a left hand thread. This had 
 been tightened to excess when a member had 
 tried to change the bobbin expecting it to be a 
 right hand thread. So think about what you are 
 doing when you attempt to change the sanding 
 bobbins.  

 Or better still ask someone who knows! 

 

Orders For.......... 

is the President), Brian Harris will forward orders to Frank via 
email to speed the system up so members will not have to wait so 
long for their orders. The 10% discount still applies.  

To order from Carbatec use the order forms in the tea room and 
Brian will do the rest. 

            
         . 

  

Post drill near the big bandsaw. 

 

Someone left the chuck key in the chuck of this drill.  
This could have led to an accident if the drill had been 

 

 ???????????? 

If you wish to cut a small piece of wood on one of the 
drop saws,  use the clamp which is provided at both 
saws to safely hold it.  Keep your hands well away 
from the blade.  If you are in doubt, ask the shed cap-
tain for advice. 

???????????? 

 Do not attempt to adjust a machine if you are not for-
mally authorised to do it. The shed captain will ar-
range for adjustments to be made and he or she can 
declare a machine out of order if it cannot be adjusted 
on the day. 

  

Warne Wilson & Dave Banister -Safety Officers.   

 +-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+ 

 

 

 

 

Australian Wood Review. 

           (Issue 74) 

As well as their usual high 

 

 

competition run last year. 
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BRWG Meeting Schedule 2011-2012 

 Meetings start at 9:30am. 

Quarterly General meetings are held on the second Sat-
urday of November, February, May and August.  

Management Committee meetings are held on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month.  

         2012  March 03  Mgt  

   April 14   Mgt  

   May 12   General  

   June 9   Mgt  

   July 14   Mgt  

   August 11  AGM & General  

Around The Shed This Month 

 

 

ruary, several members asked for his Grain Filler Rec-
ipe......... 

our creations, whether it be a jewellery box or a piece of 
furniture we want to French polish or finish carefully with 
one of the many fine finishes we can choose from. In 
the case of a timber with open grain,  for example some 
red cedars, silky oak,  banksia and other softer woods,  
it can be a good idea to fill the grain surface first. 

I once read of this home made filler and I have used it 
sometimes to get a special finish: 

Simply tip a quantity of talcum powder (any talc or baby 
powder will do) into a screw topped jar.  Guess the 
quantity you will need,  you can easily add to it if you 
need to, or store it if you make too much. 

Add French Polish and mix. Keep adding French Polish 
and mixing until it changes from a paste to being a thick 
liquid. Rub this mixture liberally into the surface of the 
wood and let dry. Sand off the excess along the grain 
with 180 grit sandpaper to remove most of the filler (It 
will sand easily because of the talc) then finish the sur-
face with a fine grit.  This will remove any raised grain 
and fill the pores to provide a surface ready for fine fin-
ishing. 

French polish can be sourced ready made at U-Beaut 
Polishes,  or you can make your own using shellac 
flakes and methylated spirits (This takes a fortnight of 

 

 

MARQUETRY  WORKSHOP 
 by Richard Coles 

 

Richard presented a demonstration of the 
use of veneer for us in September. 

In this comprehensive workshop  Richard will explain his 
techniques with both the powered scroll saw and hand 
held saw. There will be guided practice as you get your 
designs under way for production on the second day.  

Students can press their picture or design onto Plywood 
up to 300mm square.  An image of  20-25 parts is the 
goal. 

All materials are supplied and are included in the cost of 
the course. 

Location:  150 North Arm Road, North Arm, Qld 

Date:  Sat 24th March & Sunday 25th March   

  9.00 am  --4.30 pm 

Course Fee        $ 300 

Reserve your place by calling 0425 773 363 
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Who's Who in BRWG Inc. 2011-2012 

Patrons:      Peter Wellington MP,  Andrew Powell MP  and                                                      
Cr Jenny McKay 
President Peter Simpson 0414 447 543 

Vice President Warne Wilson  

Secretary David Edmond 5478 6932 

Assistant Secretary Spike Bettega  

Treasurer Bob Callinan  

Assistant Treasurer Keith Muirhead  

Newsletter Editors/ 
Website 

Max Barrenger 5476 6779 

Dave Edmond 5478 6932 

Publicity Officer Gerry Zwart 5445 7212 

Recruitment Officers Dave Banister 5439 9113 

 Lionel Tilley  

Events Organiser Rick Vickers  

Safety Officers Dave Banister, Warne Wilson 

Activity Officers Ray Curry, Cec Wakerley, John Drew, 
John Clarke, Warne Wilson, Dave 
Banister, Peter Simpson, Keith Muir-
head, Brian Harris, Max Barrenger 

Shed Managers John Holland, Brian Harris 

Amenity Officer Hamish Borthwick  

House Officer Hamish Borthwick  

Timber Management John Holland, Frank McDonald, Ron 
Donald, Phil Gibson. 

Purchasing Officer John Holland 

Training Officer Lionel Tilley 

Librarian Brian Holdsworth 

Shed Captain Roster 

April 2012 
Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Saturdays 

2 Lionel Tilley 3 Tom Black 4 John Close 5 John Holland 7 Keith Muirhead 

9 John Clarke 10 Ray Curry 11 Max Barrenger 12 Phil Krisanski 14 Graham Bradford 

16 Brian Harris 17 Frank McDonald 18 Cec Wakerley 19 Terry Crowson 21 Warne Wilson 

23 Dave Banister 24 George Blowers 25 Leigh Boynton 26 John Drewe 28 Peter Simpson 

30 Lionel Tilley         

Shed Times 8.30 11.30 

Mondays General Activities 

Tuesdays Turning & Carving 

Wednesdays General Workshop & Toys 

Thursdays Furniture & Joinery 

Fridays General Activities 

Saturdays General Activities & 
Demos 

March 2012 
Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Saturdays 

      1 John Drewe 3 Peter Simpson 

5 Lionel Tilley 6 Tom Black 7 John Close 8 John Holland 10 Keith Muirhead 

12 John Clarke 13 Ray Curry 14 Max Barrenger 15 Phil Krisanski 17 Peter Simpson 

19 Brian Harris 20 Frank McDonald 21 Cec Wakerley 22 Terry Crowson 24 Warne Wilson 

26 Dave Banister 27 George Blowers 28 Leigh Boynton 29 John Drewe 31 Peter Simpson 

**** All Fridays = Frank McDonald 

 0403283432 

Wise Words 

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit;  Wisdom is not 
putting it in a fruit salad.  
Evening news is where they begin with 'Good evening', 
and then proceed to tell you why it isn't.  
  


